2


Access Apps Project May 09 – Jane Edwards
 Equipment used
Busbi Video Player

 I chose this as I am a very visual learner - also it looked quite easy to use,
 although I have no previous experience of filming.

The controls on the back were fairly intuitive to use but I did lose some film early on by accidentally deleting  all.  It was a bit tricky to hold  steady – a tripod would have been useful.  Also I  had to move it from person to computer screen and couldn’t quite fit . I only read about the zoom facility later -reading the instruction book first would have been advisable!
However it was easy to upload on to computer . 

MP3 Player

I thought I would use this as well as the Busbi video camera, but  I ended up using it only a couple of times as I preferred  to film a student and show  exactly what they were doing on- screen.

I am not used to MP3 players (not very “techie” at all!) and was offput by the controls not being  as clear as on the video camera.  I had to read the instructions several times! Later on though I realised how good it was and would try to use this for students in the fiture.
1. Trialling the software
The main App that I chose to trial was “ Rapidset” because I am a dyslexia tutor. The user can custom-choose the background colour AND the colour of the font . This is very important to dyslexics who frequently find black print on a white background can be difficult to read , absorb and remember- letters and words can appear to move; I already give out coloured overlays to my students to place over books etc. (during their Visual Stress Test), so this is a logical follow-on for them to be able to choose their favoured colour(s) whilst using any computer.
The second App that I showed to my dyslexic colleague Emma was ” Vu-Bar”, (but this is only discussed briefly compared to RapidSet). Once again this was chosen with dyslexic students in mind, because they often have problems with visual tracking of text, and coping with density of text.
The third App I (briefly) showed to both was “ The Sage” the on-line dictionary, as Dyslexics generally often don’t look things up in ”book” dictionaries and spelling is often tricky for them.
2. The “ Learner”  that I first chose is Steph- a  female student, aged 17,  in the first year of the Sixth form here, studying  A levels . She had dyslexic traits noticed by teachers, and was subsequently confirmed  dyslexic after a full assessment.  Her reading is very slow due to difficulties processing visual information ( her processing speed was assessed as only at the 3rd percentile), and she often has to read things several times to fully absorb.  She also has difficulties expressing herself in the written format. 
Anything which makes reading easier and which is more brain-friendly is going to be helpful, as “A” levels necessitate a great deal of work to be read on-line and her own homework etc word-produced. 
 She is studying Computing as one of her subjects so using this application was easy her.
The second person I chose to show the TechApps to is Emma Elliott -she is the College’s weekly- visiting dyslexia expert. Emma is profoundly dyslexic  herself, but over the years has trained and acquired a huge fund of knowledge and strategies to pass on, and in particular is always interested in how technology can help any dyslexics. When I mentioned this project  she volunteered immediately and was very keen to see some applications and be filmed, both as a teacher and as a dyslexic.  She shows students software like the voice-activated  “Dragon Naturally Speaking”, plus “ Mind Genius” mindmapping etc. and uses them herself all the time. She has just had a dyslexic help book published and after I had shown her “Rapidset” and “The Sage” said that she would have recommended them in her book if she had known about them earlier! 
Colour is enormously important to her as a right-brain dominant thinker and, like Steph, she reads more easily and fluently off coloured backgrounds. 
3. Where was the software used

I showed both learners the TechApps in a small study room where dyslexic students receive one -to- one help separately from subject lessons. I am not a class teacher so it has not been shown in a whole class situation.  Initially I used the USB stick with all the Apps on, but when I mentioned it to our College’s head of IT he copied all Apps on to the college’s main server and it is now  stored on a drive accessible to all staff and  students .  I show any dyslexic students I can, how to easily access  all the Apps on a college drive, then copy and paste to their desktop or copy to their own memory stick and then use on any computer, anywhere.
4. Challenges faced prior to using the software

 dyslexic users not being able to read type easily on screen due to white background with black type. Type can appear to blur and move around.
Difficulty with keeping place in dense text and with tracking down text.  Also, problems with concentrating well if doing their own work on-line.
( The next 2 summing up areas are discussed in a little more detail on an MP3 voice recording accompanying this report (hopefully on the disc).

5. Impact of the software

Steph, my student will not use this in  class normally, unless she is in a computing lesson, but there I hope she will find it beneficial. She will also use RapidSet  when she works on-line at home, or on her own  in college.

She feels a lot  happier working on computers compared  to reading printed matter and handwriting her work, so I estimate she will use and value Rapidset well into the future, maybe even for the rest of her life.
Emma Elliott our specialist visiting tutor will show any students she sees in future these 3 apps, plus any others that she gets to trial in future and which she feels she can recommend.

Regarding “ Vu-Bar” she thought the arrow keys were good, but : ” you can’t get down to next line quickly enough- moving down is a problem” and “If the Home key took you back it would be better…physically moving it is bad, but reading with it is good”. The colour of the bar itself is distracting to a dyslexic, you need the colour highlighting the text INSIDE THE BOX INSTEAD”!!

6. Using the software in the future

I hope to make all my dyslexic students aware of the wide range of Apps free to them to us, and in a Staff training inset coming soon will make some staff aware of them all too. The full listing of Apps with a description has just been put on-line in the college and shortly it should be available on a central drive accessible by all.
I believe this whole project has been brilliantly conceived - to offer all these Apps for free, and to help anybody at all, but particularly those with specific difficulties, is a fantastic illustration  of how technology can help.
We all just need to spread the word!
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