Equipment review

If you found the equipment useful and would like to keep it at the end of project, please send a review of the two pieces of kit you used (maximum 100 words). This information can be captured on a word document. 

We look forward to receiving your feedback! The closing date for the report and the equipment review

is 31st May 2009.

Guidance questions

1) What piece of software did you choose and why did you choose it?  

A mature VI student tried using the Virtual Magnifying glass and the NVDA Screen Reader. This was used in the support session to complete an assignment. The support tutor working with ‘C’ loaded the application and she worked through it. The support tutor felt that as she has always used ‘Supanova’ in college and at home she had difficulty in adjusting to another programme and was reluctant to use it for any length of time. As a mature learner, ‘C’ felt that to try something new would detract from completing her work. 

A dyslexic student, aged 17, on the level 2 Computer Field Service Technicians course found it useful using the screen background application ‘Rapidset’ in his class, although he had his computer set up at home using  existing Accessibility software provided with the programme. He likes VuBar as a way of focussing his eye to track, particularly when tired. These were also used in the support sessions. Sam does get tired easily particularly when having to read a lot text and therefore required breaks in his sessions. He finds he is able to do more work at home. He has to sit online exams with CISCO and his tutor had problems trying to change the background for his exams. As a computer tutor he tried a number of methods but was unable to make it work for him. This is something that we are still working on.  Sam is a lot more confident in completing work and supports him when he is feeling tired and experiences visual distortion. 

2) Tell us about the learner that you trialled the software with (age, individual learning needs). Had they previously used any assistive technologies (ie. gyro mouse)

Sam is 17 and is dyslexic. He also experiences visual disturbance when  reading for any length of time. He has been assessed for Irlen syndrome and finds that green is a good colour for him. He has  no experience of using assistive technologies. He has also found this software useful when working at home as it enables him to work for a longer period of time before taking a break. The Vu bar allows him to track information on screen and to support him with this proof reading so that he doesn’t lose his place.  

3) What type of lessons/scenarios did you use the software in?

This was used in his class work as well as in support sessions. This gave Sam the ability to work for longer periods and to maintain his focus and attention. The course allows learners to work in a semi independent manner and Sam was able to work at a rate with his peers and not take frequent breaks. 
4)  Prior to using this piece of software, what kind of challenges did you and your learner face?

Sam would require support at varied times depending on how he was feeling. If he had a busy lesson then he would struggle  with a support sessions. We have had to stagger his online exams with CISCO for this reason. He is not bale to adapt the screen for these exams and therefore needs to be fresh when starting so that he can maintain his focus. 

5) What has been the impact of the software (including advantages and disadvantages) with a) the learner and b) yourself/other teaching staff?

An advantage is that it has given Sam more confidence. You will see in the video that he lacks confidence in expressing himself and this extends to writing up his work. By being able to maintain his focus for longer he is achieving more fluency in his assignments. AS was expressed by VI learners, they prefer the proprietary software that we have purchased. Other dyslexic users preferred ‘texthelp’ and ‘Inpsiration’ to other ‘free’ software. This may be due to confidence in using an existing product and reluctant to try anything new that may affect their ability to complete course work on time.     

6) How do you plan to take this software forward and use it in the future within your organization?

The IT Services manager is now trying to see if we can network the software so it would be available on a wider basis throughout the college, particularly in the Learning Resource Centres. We need to make the software compatible with our network.   
Equipment

The Disgo video we tried with WBL learners. This would be useful for recording competencies and work carried out in the workplace. There is an issue of applying the content to criteria, assessors are concerned it may mean more time in cross referencing the footage. This can also be used with SLDD learners when completing Lifeskills competencies, as in shopping and cooking.  Where staff already use a large camera to film the group then possibly a learner could use this as an independent exercise.
The MP3 we intend to trial in developing with a Moodle course for ND Computing students. The lecturer intended to record a commentary that would accompany the presentations. Unfortunately staffing issues meant that there was no time to complete the development work. It is a project that will be completed in the future. This would be an advantage for the dyslexic learners on this course as they would be able to listen to the commentary and apply it to the visual images. The recording can be rewound , paused to check understanding  and this is not a luxury afforded them in class.   

