1) What piece of software did you choose and why did you choose it? I chose two pieces of software for use with one of my students, the Mind Map and Diary organizer.  My student is in the second year of a Beauty course and has a very heavy workload to pass the course this year to enable her to progress to the next course. She is a very hardworking student and is dyslexic and as such the mind map software has proved very useful for her as students with dyslexia sometimes find it difficult to follow a logical thought process.  The diary organisor is also useful for my student as she can keep track of when assignments need to be handed in. Problems dyslexic students can face are difficulties with short-term memory, sequencing and organisation. With the knowledge that my student faces these difficulties I decided to use these two pieces of software with her.

2)Tell us about the learner that you trialled the software with (age, individual learning needs). Had they previously used any assistive technologies (ie. gyro mouse) The learner is 18 and in the second year of a Beauty course.  She is dyslexic and has had academic support from the start of her course. She was assessed here at college for dyslexia.  She has not used any assisted technology. 

3What type of lessons/scenarios did you use the software in? I have used the software in 1 to 1 learning support sessions. For an assignment the student has had to create a scenario whereby she is going to open her own beauty salon.  This has been a major project and has involved many stages of in depth planning, including business plans, stocking a salon, creating questionnaires and design the interior and décor of the salon.  This has called for careful planning of the assignment and careful logical thought processes. Using the mind map has proved very useful in securing the thought process and the diary organisor has been invaluable for making sure deadlines for each section of the assignment are met.

3 Prior to using this piece of software, what kind of challenges did you and your learner face? As stated earlier, she has had support from the start of her course and at the beginning she was shy and slightly embarrassed by her dyslexia and having support. However, by helping her to learn coping strategies and through her own hard work she has overcome many difficulties. Lack of organisational skills and short term memory difficulties and are a major challenge to the dyslexic learner. These effects can be minimised by targeted literacy intervention, technological support and adaptations to ways of working and learning. 

2) 3) What has been the impact of the software (including advantages and disadvantages) with a) the learner and b) yourself/other teaching staff? Dyslexia can be resistant to conventional teaching methods, but its effects can be minimised by appropriate specific intervention, including the use of information technology. The software used has been ideal for this learner. One of the advantages is it is very user friendly and does not pose any barriers to a dyslexic learner. The impact of the software has given her increased confidence in her own ability to remember things and sequence her ideas.

3) How do you plan to take this software forward and use it in the future within your organization?

We have purchased a number of memory sticks to hopefully copy the software onto and give each member of our team to use with their students.  As our team is spread across college and have not always got access to a PC it would be so useful to have all these resources on a memory stick for use with lap tops.  We also plan spend some time looking at the resources during a future staff development day in preparation for use in the new academic year.  I also think this will be useful for new members of staff joining our team in September.

Equipment review

I chose the Asus eeePC which I have found useful when working one to one with my student.  I have used the P.C. for the student to use the apps software on the memory stick and used the Asus at the same time to research or word process for the learner.  It is an ideal piece of equipment for use with one to one support as P.C’s are sometimes all in use in the learning resource centres.  It is very light and fits easily into a work bag, however, because of its small size and cramped keyboard it is occasionally difficult to use.

 The camera is also extremely light and compact and is an ideal size for carrying around college and is excellent for use in learning environments. It is very easy to use and the intelligent auto mode leaves all the settings to the camera. However, if manual settings are required the camera is very user friendly with easy to follow on-screen instructions. Battery life seems very good and the fact that it is fully rechargeable makes it convenient as I can keep the charger at work and not have to worry about carrying spare batteries around with me. 

